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Residential Stair Sections 
 

 

NOTE:  Stair runs may not be more 
than 12 feet vertically between 
landings or floors. 

NOTE:  At a point 1 foot from the 
narrow end of the tread, the tread 
shall have the minimum required 
width of 10 inches. 

NOTE:  The width of any 
stair tread shall not be 
less than 6 inches at the 
narrow side of the tread. NOTE:  Riser openings shall be 

limited to less than 4 inches when 
located 30 inches or more above 
ground or floor. 
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NOTE: The maximum 
variation between the 
highest and lowest risers 
and between the widest 
and narrowest treads is 
limited to 3/8 inch. 
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General Stair Notes: 

 State Amendment allows 8” maximum 
rise, 9” minimum tread, with ¾” toe (the 
largest step may not exceed the smallest 
by more than 3/8”). 

 Handrail height must be at least 34” and 
may not exceed 38” above the nosing of 
treads 

 Handrails must be continuous for the full 
length of the stairway. 

 Handrails projecting from the wall must 
have at least 1 ½” between the wall and 
handrail. 

 Handrail ends must be returned or end in 
a newel post. 

 Headroom clearance shall not be less than 
6’8” from the tread nosing to the nearest 
ceiling or soffit. 

 Guardrails shall not be less than 36” in 
height. 

 Open guardrails and stair railings shall 
have balusters placed so that a 4” 
diameter sphere cannot pass through. 

 Call Building Dept for further questions. 
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